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2026 Stellar Design Award: Announcement No. 2 —

Registration Is Now Open

L. TREN | Competition Positioning

fEdb4s 45 BRSO SEFEE (NLD&E45) MIGE T, F G EEBK
TSy “de4h 45 RIS B F B 2026 SEE R R I OBURIE R 3.

AEREHE T “JE (Prospectus) — 42 (Process) — k4T (Practice)”
MR rahetss, M ERBIFR IERX—#& P “Practice (A7) ” HITHIR
REAE. RPEEABRR, BT FHEMA SN A Z HH B, ¥
B BEVE R B R 5 BB AR SRR AL O ] Y s A T EL

FATFHRAR L 37 B AR R MR S A B B O 5 IR 2R
B, SN AR B B ABCR I E A IR o IRAE ofF iR L IR
EHB NG ERR R ERER, FFEENEFHEER R, HIERESR
Tt S H R UK B T

Under the overarching coordination of the North Latitude 45 Design and
Education Group (NLD&E 45), the 2nd Stellar Design Award is officially launched
as a core constituent of the "North Latitude 45 Design and Education Group 2026

Annual Conference".
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The current conference has established a comprehensive action chain comprising
"Prospectus — Process — Practice", with the Stellar Design Award serving as the
pivotal vehicle for the "Practice" phase within this continuum. Drawing upon the
imagery of "stars", the Award is dedicated to dismantling the barriers between
theoretical research and societal application, thereby translating the forward-looking
educational prospectus and rigorous academic process into tangible social value.

We seek design proposals that, akin to individual starlight, embody both
distinctiveness and a sense of hope. By congregating global design intellect, we
endeavour to complete the closed value loop from "learning to design" to "designing
for change". Award-winning entries will be granted dedicated financial sponsorship,
selected for the global tour of the "Stellar Design Exhibition", and directly integrated
with collaborative resources across industry, academia, and research, genuinely

propelling design as a catalyst for societal transformation.

II. 3%+ | Competition Theme
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Guided by the core value of "learning to design, designing for change", this
year's competition officially announces its central theme:
"Prospectus ‘- Process * Practice". The competition advocates situating design at the
intersection of the "environment-society-economy" three-dimensional development
framework, dismantling disciplinary barriers, and propelling interdisciplinary and

cross-industry innovative collaboration.

The competition focuses on five key directions:

Climate Adaptation (design solutions addressing climate change)

Cultural Heritage (contemporary reinterpretation and revitalisation of cultural
heritage)

Circular Regeneration (full life-cycle circular design systems)

Eco-Intelligence (integrating intelligent technologies with ecological protection).

Human Well-being (System design solutions focusing on social equity and safety,

public health, and inclusivity)

Educators, students, industry professionals, and independent creators worldwide

are invited to integrate cutting-edge technologies with systemic thinking. Participants
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are encouraged to address critical environmental and social challenges through

interdisciplinary collaboration.

Within fields such as product design, digital media, and the built environment,

entrants should adopt sustainable strategies, integrate ecological restoration goals with
human-centred values, explore innovative cultural expressions, and propose

measurable, verifiable, and scalable solutions that deliver environmental, economic,

and social impact.

1. 23 X3HH | Competition Information
(1) ZFEX4 | Eligible Participants
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Open worldwide to individuals and teams engaged in design-related work or

study, including:
1. Students at design schools (undergraduate, master's, doctoral).

2. Design industry practitioners (corporate designers, agency staff, etc.).
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3. Independent design creators (freelance designers, creative professionals,

etc.).

Note: There is no restriction on team size, but each team must designate a core

leader and define clear roles for all members. To ensure smooth communication

during the competition, each participating team must provide all team members'

valid mobile phone numbers as contact information.

(2) 4rRFFEFKESR | Categories and Requirements
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1. Spatial Design

Focuses on urban and rural landscapes and architectural spaces. Participants
should develop systemic, sustainable strategies aligned with the five competition
directions and propose quantifiable, verifiable solutions. Designs may range from
macro-scale planning to micro-level interventions, balancing ecological resilience

with social inclusivity to 'reshape symbiotic environmental systems'.

2. Product Design

Participants are expected to integrate traditional craftsmanship with modern

functionality while addressing the needs of disadvantaged groups. Solutions should be

low-cost, accessible, and user-friendly. Guided by principles of 'circularity' and

'near-zero carbon', designs must demonstrate a full life-cycle system
(materials—manufacturing—use-maintenance/upgrades—recycling/regeneration),

minimising environmental impact while maintaining practicality and emotional

resonance.

3. Digital (Smart) Media

Centred on digital media art and technological applications, this category
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encourages the use of data intelligence, immersive interaction, and multi-sensory

experiences to enhance environmental performance and public engagement.

Submissions should explore the interconnections between technology, nature, and

community, promoting active public participation and synergy between virtual spaces

and physical environments to address pressing social and ecological challenges.
(3) YESHEESR | Entry Requirements
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1. Drawings

Formats: JPG/PNG/PDF; <70 MB per file; minimum resolution 300 dpi (suitable
for both print and presentation)

Content: Drawings must be formatted using the template downloaded from the
official website, with all required information duly filled in. (To ensure impartiality,
the required information will be concealed during the evaluation process.) Complete
design presentation, including core drawings relevant to the category (e.g., plans,
elevations, renderings, analyses for Spatial; appearance, structure, usage scenarios for

Product). Optional text <500 words explaining the concept, innovations, and
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implementation path.

2. Videos

Format: MP4; resolution >1920x1080 (1080p); duration 1-5 minutes; <1 GB.

Content: Clearly articulate the concept presentation, and core functionalities;

visuals must be stable and high quality; audio must be clear.

No watermarks, signatures, contacts, or unrelated marks.

Note: Any background music or media must be legally authorised and listed with
full attribution. Unmarked or infringing works will be disqualified.

3. VR/AR/MR Interactive Projects

Submission Content:

(DDemo video: Follow the video specifications above; highlight interaction logic
and key functions.

(2)Executable programme: Submit Windows .exe or Android .apk files, including

required plug-ins and provide necessary explanations/instructions

3Operation manual: PDF or TXT format detailing environment configuration,

hardware requirements, instructions, and FAQs.

Note: Submissions must be functional. The organiser may conduct testing onsite

or online. Non-operational works will be disqualified.

(4) HAt#E | Other Rules
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To ensure professionalism, fairness, and compliance, all submissions must adhere

strictly to the following regulations. Any violation will result in immediate

disqualification:

1. Submissions shall not contain any religious symbols, politically sensitive
topics, or content that violates the laws and regulations of the People's

Republic of China, or those of the respective countries or regions of the

cooperating parties and participating team members.

2. No plagiarism, misappropriation, or use of unauthorised materials (including

text, images, code, and models).
3. No watermarks, signatures, or contact details in submissions.

4. If Al-generated content (AIGC) is used (e.g., Al-produced images, text, or
models), the specific modules and proportions must be clearly indicated in the

Work Description. Failure to disclose will constitute a violation.
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5. No vulgar, violent, gender-discriminatory, region-discriminatory, or unethical

content, and no propagation of negative values.

IV. 3 H® (2026) | Competition Schedule (2026)
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Stage Key Date Key Matters

The submission template can be downloaded from
the official website (https:/nlde45.hit.edu.cn/) or
the official WeChat account of the North Latitude
45 Design and Education Group. After preparing
your entry using the template and completing all
required fields, package your submission into a
compressed archive and email it to the
competition’s official email address,

Registration and NLD45official @outlook.com.
. 2026/4/15 0:00 . . .
Submission (UTC+8) Name the archive using the following format:
System Open “Entry Category+Team Name+Contact
Email+Contact Phone Number”. Include the
international dialing code before the phone number
to ensure reliable communication. For example:
“Spatial Design+HIT Innovation
Team+hit123@163.com+0086XXXXX™, If filename
character restrictions prevent you from including
any contact details, provide the phone number and
other relevant information in the email body.
Submission 2026/11/11 0:00  Late submissions will not be accepted. Email
Deadline (UTCH8) resubmissions are not permitted.
Preliminary and 2026/12/12 Winners announced on the official website and the
Final Review by the (UTC+8) WeChat account of the North Latitude 45 Design and
International Jury Education Group.
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Award
Ceremony & . _
h o of 2026/12/14 The 'Stellar Design Award' ceremony will take place;
© Ope:mng 0 (UTCH8) winners must confirm attendance.
Stellar Design
Show
Note:

1. The schedule may be adjusted. Any changes will be announced via official channels at least
three working days in advance. To stay updated on the award results, all participating teams are

advised to keep a close eye on our official website, as well as our official WeChat account,
Bilibili, and Xiaohongshu. Winning teams will also be notified simultaneously via SMS, phone
call, or email (the exact method is subject to actual arrangements). For winning teams unable
to attend the award ceremony, the organizer offers a mailing service for certificates and
trophies, with the shipping costs to be covered by the recipients.

2. Please note: Participants must provide the following required information in their
registration email. Failure to do so will be deemed a withdrawal from the competition. The
Sfollowing information is required: Author’s full name / Gender / Affiliated institution or

organization / Title of the submitted work (in Chinese and English) / Contact phone number 1/

Contact phone number

3. Enquiries: For any questions, please contact us via the official WeChat account or email

NLD45official@outlook.com. The Organising Committee will respond within 2—3 working days.
V. R ¥E) | Competition Awards
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(1) Evaluation Criteria
Submissions will be assessed across four dimensions: Innovation — Advancing
beyond traditional design paradigms and exploring cutting-edge concepts and

technological applications. Practicality — Offering implementable solutions with
real-world transformation potential). Social Value — Promoting inclusiveness, fairness,

and public interest. Sustainability — Integrating ecological responsibility and

low-carbon, circular principles.

(2) Award Categories
The 2026 competition recognises three main award groups: Professional Awards,

Mentor Awards, and Organisation Awards. All awards will be conferred in strict

accordance with competition rules and applicable laws and regulations.

1. Professional Awards (per track, 23 seats):

Award
Seats Title Award Benefits
Level
Gold 3 Annual 1) 'Stellar Design Award' trophy, certificate, and
Award Benchmark authorised emblem (non-commercial use ); 2)
Solution Award  One-to-one dialogue with leading design experts;
3) Feature interview in major design media; 4)
Priority invitation to the global 'Stellar Design
Show'; 5) Full travel subsidy for two participants
to attend the ceremony
Silver 5 Breakthrough 1.) Stellar Design Award Trophy + certificate,
Award Innovation and authorised emblem; 2) Online dialogue with
Practice Award  design masters; 3) Feature coverage by top
media outlets; 4) Invitation to the central
exhibition zone; 5) Full travel subsidy for one
participant to attend the ceremony.
BXER4Ab - Visiting Address:
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Finalist 15 Forward-Looking 1) Stellar Design Award Certificate, and
Award Exploration authorised emblem; 2) Invitation to the
Award ceremony and exhibition (admission only;

travel/accommodation self-funded;) 3) Priority

recommendation for Alliance-based

industry—academia—research collaborations.

4. Mentor Award

Awarded to the lead mentor of each Gold and Silver winning work (one per
winning project). Benefits include: 'Excellent Mentor' certificate and customised

badge; Priority invitation to serve as juror/mentor in the next competition;

Qualification for participation in the Annual Design Education Forum.

S. Organisation Award

Awarded to institutions submitting 20 or more entries or providing substantial

support: 'Excellent Organisation plaque and certificate. Priority collaboration

opportunities for future editions and Co-curation rights for the 'Stellar Design Award'.

VL YEfMIRAZHAE | Submission Procedure
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Step 1 | Read Announcement No. 2

Read the file of competition’s Announcement No. 2 carefully to confirm the entry

categories, submission requirements, submission deadline, and other important

instructions.

Step 2 | Download the Latest Template

Download the latest submission template from the official WeChat account or

official website of the North Latitude 45 Design & Education Group.

Step 3 | Prepare Your Entry

Prepare your entry using the designated template and complete all required fields,

including your name, affiliated institution or organization, and project description.

Check that the content and layout meet the submission requirements.

Step 4 | Package and Name Files

Package your completed submission files into a compressed archive and name it

using the following format:

Entry Category+Team Name+Contact Email+Contact Phone Number (including

country code)

BXER4Ab - Visiting Address:

RETABRETENEK 92 Xidazhi Street, Nangang District,
P RKEH 92 SRREIIKE Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, China



JE&E 45
UM 5 e

v‘ —
MNORTH LATITUDE 45 DESIGN
DESIGN AND EDUCATION GROUP AWARD

For example:

Spatial Designt+HIT Innovation Team+hit123@163.com+0086XXXXX

If filename character restrictions prevent you from including all required details,

provide the missing information in the email body.

Step 5 | Complete Email and Submit

Include all required information listed below in the email body and attach your
submission archive. Check that the email body and attachment are complete and

correct, then send your submission to NLD450fficial@outlook.com.

Author’s full name

Gender

Affiliated institution or organization
Project title (in Chinese and English)
Contact phone number 1

Contact phone number 2

Important: All required registration information must be included in the email body,

even if it has already been provided in the template. Failure to provide this

information will be deemed a withdrawal from the competition.
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VIL Y DL )a) &5 [Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q: 1EMmIERE, SWCEIFHIA EHITG?

A: ZFEMBEEBZATREITIRE WA G , W 43 i B 0 76 AR 52 .
HTEFEREER, ARG AHERMEEFINE, S0EMEF g

Q: XTBIHETHHAER?

A: RUGEFRHFTIARENFRGE—ERAFL. WEEFHERRT: BN
25 HHE R BBCLEIR (N Affiliation 25) KA SA43CR . HH Affiliation
— RIS BB 5 A A RR, MBS ERATAES B0E BRI R

e AR R BRI H SO P BRSO, (R AR IR BT SR AR 5
Fr s BTN ARRSN) . MRAERB T AR T HER [ .

Q: XT—hZ £S5 S E BRI LR R

A: BAEZMF M — RS, F—S 5 AR EmEE AR

Q: KT HP=HE A B

A: RN S FRE T BRI ATFFR A AN S RK. S5F
#HEAHZHFEMP RIS F 2. FR, ERERPRNSHEFE
vt ARHGH MR BRI HAR S (SFREEDBAEZRHI) |
ESAFFFM R SERTEE N TR R RN R B GHAHRGE.

FARRZIBEAG B MSEREFES T, AR ZHl. LRSI LM RE
B IR o

SIREMREHARZAE N RA], BARREME =TS (E3EE
ARRTZFAER TR WAME) o & BEIERBRBG ZEMkEa s, HhEs
WEANABEEHERTE, ARSAPIRIHESFEGRE T
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Q: Will I receive a confirmation email after submitting my entry?

A: Once your submission is successfully sent to the official email address of the

Organizing Committee, it is considered officially submitted. Please note that due to

the high volume of entries, we will not send individual confirmation receipts. Thank

you for your understanding.
Q: Language Requirement for Submissions?

A: English is the sole official language for all submissions in this competition.
This requirement applies to, but is not limited to: presentation boards, registration
details, mandatory board fields (e.g., "Affiliation"), and project description documents.
For the "Affiliation" field, participants must explicitly state the name of their
organization, institution, or university; contact details or other irrelevant personal
information are strictly prohibited. Any submission containing non-English content
across boards, forms, or documents will be returned during the preliminary format

review, with the sole exception of pre-existing site signage or text inherent to the

design context itself.
Q: On Simultaneous Submissions and Entry Limits per Team

A: We permit the simultaneous submission of outstanding works (i.e., submitted
projects may also be entered into other competitions). Furthermore, there is no

restriction on the total number of distinct entries a single participating team may

submit to this Award.
Q: Intellectual Property & Copyright Declaration

A: By submitting an entry, the participant is deemed to have fully understood and
accepted all rules and terms of this competition. Participants retain full intellectual
property rights and authorship of their submitted works. However, submitting an entry

constitutes the participant's agreement to grant the Organizing Committee (including
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co-hosts and supporting institutions) a royalty-free, irrevocable, non-exclusive, and

worldwide license to use, reproduce, compile, and distribute the works and related

information for non-commercial purposes, including but not limited to exhibitions,

publications, promotional campaigns, media coverage, and academic exchanges

related to the Award.

Participants must guarantee that their submissions are original and do not infringe
upon the legitimate rights of any third party (including but not limited to copyrights,
patents, and trademarks). The participant shall bear sole legal responsibility for any

disputes arising from copyright issues, and the Organizing Committee reserves the

right to disqualify the entry and revoke any awards granted.

VIL. FFHAH

EU LAV E

b4 45 BERIHFT B S8 B
M /R B Lol RF RS B2
#RR B TRFARR S B
RERLI R SE AR 2B QBT B AR i

Hosts:

North Latitude 45 Design and Education Group;

School of Architecture and Design, Harbin Institute of Technology;
Department of Architecture and Design, Politecnico di Torino;

School of Innovation & Technology, Glasgow School of Art;
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B STFRF AL
EHr ARSI BRI (Cumulus)

Primary Supporting Unit:

Cumulus Association

RENMRE SRR IR HERFER) -
A E B R R

REY BRI SRR

R MR E R BT 5 8 A5 7 B
BB IRANE 20 | R 22 ] 15887 b5 H T it S B
ERBIRAHE T RFARRGINN B2
HIN E LRSS TR AR

B EARREEDLFEIR AR EBE

5 R TR A B SR

7 B BRI S B
BN FRAF

B TR B2
AR ZE G RE S BT

i SR AR A

AR IR

IR R F AR

[ 5 R 35 3 T AR 72 e
REERFRA A

TR TR FE

HR R SA IR B

[ Scs it PN e siied
RN S S M s
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FE SRR LB AR ER

)N SEAREEBE Tk B4 5
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LR R Tk B2
LERAH TR SRR
JERE TR 2B 5 EAR
EHEBRREERER Z SRR
TR R R BT R4
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CEFUF KT

With sincere thanks to the strong support from the universities and the

institutions at home and abroad (in no particular order):

L'Ecole de design Nantes Atlantique

School of Innovation and Creativity, University for the Creative Arts

School of Design and the Built Environment, Curtin University

Institute for Sustainable Industries and Liveable Cities, Victoria University

School of Architecture and Urban Design, RMIT University

College of Design and Engineering, National University of Singapore

LASALLE College of the Arts, University of the Arts Singapore

Department of Architecture, College of Engineering, Sungkyunkwan University

School of Architecture and Design, King Mongkut's University of Technology
Thonburi

Faculty of Architecture, The University of Hong Kong

School of Design, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University

Division of Integrative Systems and Design, The Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology

School of Architecture, The Chinese University of Hong Kong

School of Architecture, Tsinghua University

School of Architecture, Southeast University

College of Architecture and Urban Planning, Tongji University

School of Architecture, Tianjin University

School of Architecture, South China University of Technology

School of Architecture and Urban Planning, Chongqing University
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School of Architecture, Xi'an University of Architecture and Technology

College of Civil Engineering and Architecture, Zhejiang University

Academy of Arts & Design, Tsinghua University

School of Design, Central Academy of Fine Arts

School of Visual Communication, China Academy of Art

School of Intermedia Art, China Academy of Art

School of Industrial Design, Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts

College of Design and Innovation, Tongji University

School of Design, Shanghai Jiao Tong University

School of Design, Hunan University

School of Industrial Design, Jiangnan University

School of Digital Technology and Creative Design, Jiangnan University

School of Design and Arts, Beijing Institute of Technology

School of Intelligence Science and Technology, University of Science and
Technology Beijing

School of Design Thinking, Communication University of China

School of Landscape Architecture, Beijing Forestry University

School of Innovation and Creativity, Xiamen University

School of Design, South China University of Technology

School of Architecture and Fine Arts, Dalian University of Technology

School of Landscape Architecture, Northeast Forestry University

School of Art and Design, Nanjing Forestry University

School of Architecture, Hunan University

School of Architecture and Urban Planning, Nanjing University

School of Industrial Design, Nanjing University of the Arts

School of Mechanical Engineering, Northwestern Polytechnical University
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Harbin Association for the Promotion of Architectural Culture and Ice and Snow
Art Development

China Office, The Glasgow School of Art

Architectural Design and Research Institute of Harbin Institute of Technology

Urban Planning and Design Institute of Harbin Institute of Technology

School of Architecture, Kanagawa University

The Architect Magazine

NLD&E4S RA5“E it ZSCR it A TR, BIFTEHEZIARRIEI 7. 2R
HAAZE5ECERIR, URIEAME, ICREIRER, Mtz Iy R A3k
i, FEEb A RREER R |

The North Latitude 45 Design and Education Group upholds the belief that

'design is a tool to transform the world, and innovation is the driving force of progress.
'We cordially invite exceptional design talents from across the globe to participate in
the 'Stellar Design Award' where creativity shines as guiding stars, collective wisdom

converges, and the power of design drives sustainable solutions to the challenges of

our era.
MR L RS W #
MRM T RZHAS BT b
FEHLTRF SRR B B e AR 2
Je4i 45 BRI S EE B
2026
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School of Architecture and Design, Harbin Institute of Technology
Department of Architecture and Design, Politecnico di Torino

School of Innovation & Technology, Glasgow School of Art

North Latitude 45 Design and Education Group

2026

BREEAL :
RAETERRETRERE

Visiting Address:
AXE 92 SKRREIWXE

92 Xidazhi Street, Nangang District,
Harbin, Heilongjiang Province, China



